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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A computer-assisted method for tracking a balance amount associated with a 
prepaid card for purchasing digital music, comprising: 

via a processor, populating a database with a unique identifier associated 
with a prepaid card for purchasing digital music; 

upon a sale of said prepaid card, associating an initial amount and a personal 
identifier with the unique identifier in the database; 

upon receiving a card verification request, verifying said unique identifier; 

upon receiving a personal verification request, verifying said personal 
identifier; 

upon receiving a balance verification request, verifying a balance amount of 
said prepaid card; and 

upon receiving transaction information regarding a transaction involving 
said prepaid card, adjusting said initial amount by a transaction amount 
corresponding to said transaction to create said balance amount. 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising selling the prepaid card in 
response to receiving the initial amount. 

3. The method according to claim 1 , further comprising receiving the personal 
identifier. 

4. A computer-readable medium containing instructions for activities comprising: 

populating a database with a unique identifier associated with a prepaid card 
for purchasing digital music; 

upon a sale of said prepaid card, associating an initial amount and a personal 
identifier with the unique identifier in the database; 

upon receiving a card verification request, verifying said unique identifier; 

upon receiving a personal verification request, verifying said personal 
identifier; 
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upon receiving a balance verification request, verifying a balance amount of 
said prepaid card; and 

upon receiving transaction information regarding a transaction involving 
said prepaid card, adjusting said initial amount by a transaction amount 
corresponding to said transaction to create said balance amount. 

5. A method for facilitating procurement of digital music with a prepaid card, 
comprising: 

receiving from a purchaser an identification of a balance amount desired for 
a prepaid card for procuring digital music; 

selling the prepaid card to the purchaser, the prepaid card including the 
identified balance amount and a unique identifier; and 

registering the balance amount, unique identifier, and a personal identifier 
associated with the purchaser. 

6. The method according to claim 6, further comprising entering the balance 
amount onto the prepaid card. 

7. The method according to claim 6, further comprising providing one of a 
plurality of prepaid cards, the provided prepaid card having a pre-existing 
balance amount less than or equal to the identified balance amount. 

8. The method according to claim 6, further comprising providing the unique 
identifier to the prepaid card. 

9. The method according to claim 6, further comprising receiving the personal 
identifier fi*om the purchaser. 

10. A computer-assisted method for facilitating purchases of digital music with a 
prepaid card, comprising: 



12 



50P4231 



receiving the prepaid card as an instrument in a financial transaction 
involving digital music; 

verifying that the prepaid card has a balance amount sufficient to complete 
the financial transaction; and 

modifying the balance amount to reflect a transaction amount related to the 
financial transaction. 

1 L The method according to claim 10, further comprising reading the balance 
amount from the prepaid card. 

12. The method according to claim 10, further comprising obtaining the balance 
amount from a database. 

13. The method according to claim 10, further comprising reading a unique 
identifier associated v^ith the prepaid card. 

14. The method according to claim 10, further comprising sending a transaction 
amount to a database. 

15. A method for procuring a prepaid card for obtaining digital music, comprising: 

requesting a prepaid card for purchasing digital music; 
selecting a balance amount for the prepaid card; 
selecting a personal identifier for the prepaid card; and 
procuring the prepaid card. 

16. The method according to claim 15, further comprising receiving the prepaid 
card, the prepaid card being associated with the selected personal identifier. 

17. The method according to claim 15, further comprising receiving the prepaid 
card, the prepaid card being associated with the selected balance amount. 
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18. A method for purchasing of digital music with a prepaid card, comprising: 

providing a prepaid card to affect a transaction involving digital music, the 
prepaid card having a unique identifier, the transaction resulting in a 
modification to a balance amount associated with the prepaid card; and 

providing a personal identifier associated with the prepaid card to 
authenticate said provision of the prepaid card. 

19. The method according to claim 18, further comprising selecting digital music 
for the transaction and receiving the selected digital music in response to the 
transaction. 

20. The method according to claim 18, further comprising receiving notification 
when the balance amount associated with the prepaid card is below a 
predetermined value. 

21. A prepaid digital music procurement card, said card including a unique digital 
music procurement card identifier, a balance amount, and a personal identifier. 
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